CONNECTING DREAM EVERYWHERE

By Julie Tickle, Executive Director

In the shoulder season, | spent a lot of time planning for the winter
ahead. | met with many community partners as we continue to
develop and cultivate relationships for the future of our programs.
While it's important to take time to plan, it's equally crucial to reflect on
the foundation set by those before me. So, when | received an email
from Dottie Maitland, one of the founders of Dream, | jumped at the
opportunity to meet with her. At the time, | didn't know it would take a
trip 2,082 miles back to my hometown in western New York to do so.

Incredibly, Dottie now resides in Bermus Point, NY, just 30 minutes

from where | grew up. Who would have thought that more than 30 years after
DREAM was formed, we'd be sitting together having coffee talking about the origin of
this life-changing organization?

“| ran Tours by Maitland, a travel agency in the Flathead Valley,” she recalled. “One day
a very lovely woman came to me and said 'due to her disability, she was denied
traveling on group tours by many companies.' | told her we'd be glad to
accommodate her. | can still see the tears of relief and happiness in her eyes. Little
did she know she was the match that ignited the torch for a whole new world for
individuals with disabilities. Through that relationship DREAM was established.”

I've been blessed to meet a lot of incredible people since I've joined the Dream family,
but this one was truly special.

In my two years with Dream, my world has become much brighter because of you:
the dedicated participants, volunteers, donors and community partners. Our mission
is to provide outdoor recreation opportunities for individuals with disabilities, but it
runs much deeper than that. It's building relationships with your peers, seeking
growth with the support of friends and family, and knowing that you belong in this
loving community. Dream strives to be a catalyst for these connections, just as Dottie
was years ago.
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With gratitude to Glacier Clothing Co.,
Dream is offering a featured product on
the webstore with 100% of the proceeds
invested into Dream. Order your
Richardson Snapback heather and navy
trucker for all your holiday gifts and know
you're supporting Dream programs. GCC
contributes 10% of all other purchased
products on the webstore.

Visit dreamadaptive.org/merchandise
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By Naomi Morrison
Director of Development

Dream is primed for incredible growth, and we look
forward to providing more opportunities for our
participants with disabilities, including veterans. I'm
excited to be joining the team as the first development
director and work toward securing the funds necessary
to meet the vision and needs of our community.

My initial opportunity to work with individuals with disabilities was
as a cross-country ski coach for the Connecticut Special Olympics. It
was one of the most thrilling experiences I've had as a volunteer. The
smiles, excitement, energy and pure joy of my team was inspiring.
And now | have the privilege of working with Dream's participants to
do similar work within the winter and summer programs.

Dream's a great asset to our community! The services offered allow
for so many youth, adults and Veterans to have a safe, organized
environment to participate in outdoor sports and activities. The
organization has some big plans on the horizon with the launch of
the mountain bike program this spring and cross-country ski
program next winter among other fantastic news that will be
announced as they develop.

How you can help now: Please donate to any of our several programs
to ensure continued success, and/or volunteer for our ski/ride
programs. | look forward to meeting all of Dream's supporters,
participants and volunteers who truly make this organization as
special as it is.

Have a wonderful holiday season!

DONATE NOW
dreamadaptive.org
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DREAM'S VOLUNTEERS

Endless appreciation goes out to Dream's 150 annual volunteers. We
could not conduct our programs without your commitment to
assisting our winter and summer offerings. Nearly 10,000 hours were
dedicated by this tight-knit family, all of which supports these
critical activities for those who would not otherwise have the
opportunity to get outside and recreate. From the bottom of our
hearts, thank you!

VOLUNTEERS OF THE YEAR

Bob Zahler - 30+ years
“A lot of the participants don’t think they could ever

ski when they first get started. They are afraid, but
then they discover they can do it after all. It makes
them feel better about themselves. A lot of them

become more outgoing and personable. You get to

see them change."

Jerry Mahugh - 30+ years

“Dream helps people grow in confidence and self-
worth. It changes their self-image. When you do
something that you never thought was possible, it
can transform you and create a whole new path for

your life.”

ROOKIE VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR

Hans Freeman
Hans joined the volunteer team because he wanted
to help Veterans, but didn't know if he could
instruct because of his service-related injuries. The
instructors worked with him until he was
comfortable and he ended the ski season feeling he

got more from participants than he gave.

DREAM ADAPTIVE PO Box 4084 Whitefish, MT 59937
RECREATION dreamadaptive.org

Amber Samuels Ben Myers

Dream offers an annual snowboard
scholarship to a deserving young
athlete who would otherwise not have
the means to participate. Ben was an
accomplished skier, snowboarder and
mountain biker prior to his death from
a wake boarding accident. He didn't
let his hearing impairment slow him
down! To apply, visit:
dreamadaptive.org/scholarships

957 ski and snowboard lessons

95 free opportunities for veterans
4] paddle lessons on three different
local lakes

60 participants & family members
attended the water sports program
on Echo Lake; added a new
location in Eureka

20 financial aid scholarships
awarded

Launched a new adaptive
mountain bike program

Provided advanced programming:
Backcountry Powder Camp and
two paddle board races

Created an instructor training fund
to provide elevated professional
training opportunities
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Dream Adaptive Recreation, Inc. works to enhance the quality of life of individuals with
disabilities by providing year-round outdoor adaptive recreational opportunities.
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