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Guide tells disabled what valley offers

By JACKIE ADAMS

The Daily Inter Lake
A new guide to the Flathead Valley tells handi-
capped persons what facilities are available to them
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Kalispell travel agent Dottie Maitland, who chairs
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capped visitors were being booked into the Flathead
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fully accessible, made changes. At Cavanaugh's, for DOxes Dbearing ciale n things a [t doesn't seem to follow any
example, several heavy doors were made easier to lining, restrooms a eleva 5, 4 | veather patterns, he said. Poor
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Open house set on plans for Somers access site |10 . .

The Montana Department of
Fish, Wildlife, and Parks will be
sponsoring an open house at the
Region One temporary head-
quarters on Sept. 8 to discuss the
draft plan for improvements to the
Somers fishing access site

The open house will run from
noon until 6 p.m. and will be hosted

the work of a local group called
Recreation and Environmental
and writer-coordinator Kathy
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At 8 p.m., also on Sept. 8, Vashro
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at the meeting of the Kalispell
Sportsmen’s Club of Flathead Wild
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Smoky air
is problematic

dropped into the
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noon as smoke from area fires
hung over the Flathead Valley

Public health nurse Dan
Dickman said conditions were
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dioxide, smoke, you name it,"" he
said
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It's Labor Day,
but Glacier Park is
still in business

By BILL MORGAN
The Daily Inter Lake
Glacier Park may be one of the
few places left in the state where
outdoor activities are not severely
limited by fire restrictions, and this
year for the first time, the official
park season will extend past Labor
Day
Gov. Ted Schwinden has asked
Montanans to voluntarily curtail
outdoor activities in tinder-dry for-
ests this Labor Day weekend, sug-
gesting instead they ‘find some
asphalt.”” In addition, the Depart-
ment of State Lands and the Flat-
head National Forest have placed
severe fire restrictions on forest
lands in Flathead County
Visitors to Glacier Park, how-
ever, will find that fire restrictions
are still minimal but well-enforced
We do have some restrictions
right now Michelle Rotter, park
information officer, said Friday
Our fire danger is high, while in
most other forests it is considered
extreme
Rotter said current rules forbid
smoking while traveling on back
forbid open fires in
backcountry campgrounds but per-
mit self-contained stoves, and allow
ampfires in motor campgrounds
nly in the grates provided
We are advising extra care to
ensure fires are out when campers
retire or leave the area,”’ she said
Glacier Park will have its first
extended season this year, and it
comes at an opportune time. Severe
fire restrictions on forests over the
rest of the state may remain in
effect for some time, with weather
forecasters predicting little or no
moisture during September
We have gotten a little more
Rotter
been

ountry trails

rain than most other areas
explained We have
lucky this summer
Past years have found the gates
)pen and fees still being collected

really

Historic Kal

for several weeks past Labor Day,
but park concessionaires normally
closed shop after the holiday and
left visitors with few services. This
year, many of the concessions, as
well as several campgrounds, will
remain open for the longer season

Full services will be available at
Rising Sun on the east side of the
park until Sept. 26, Rotter said
They include a camp store, lodging
a restaurant and gasoline. The Vil-
lage Inn in Apgar will also remain
open until Sept. 26, while the Apgar
Village Lodge will be open until
Sept. 30. Restaurants in West
Glacier are open year-round, Rotter
said

Rotter said a few park bus tours
between Rising Sun and The Village
Inn will be offered until Sept. 26

Glacier Wilderness Guides will
offer backpacking tours of the park
until snow falls, and Glacier Park
Boat Co. will offer boat tours of St
Mary Lake until Sept. 25, weather
permitting. Lake McDonald Boat
Co., which rents small boats and
canoes at Apgar, will have limited
services until Sept. 25, Rotter said

Lake McDonald Lodge will close
Sept. 12

Some interpretive programs will
be available and several park camp-
grounds will remain open as long as
weather allows, she said. Camp-
ground closing dates include Apgar
and Rising Sun campgrounds, Sept
30, and Bowman Lake, Kintla Lake
and Logging Creek campgrounds,
Sept. 25

While the Camas entrance sta-
tion has already closed, entrance
fees will be collected at the West
Glacier entrance station until Nov
30. Many Glacier will collect fees
until Sept. 22, and St. Mary entrance
station will stay open until Oct
Rotter said

The Logan Pass visitor center
will be open until Sept. 18

ispell Hotel

is getting a facelift

By JOANN SPEELMAN
The Daily Inter Lake
$250,000 remodeling project on

the exterior and ground level of the
historic Kalispell Hotel building at
First and Main streets should be
completed by mid-October

Stephen Cooney and Donald and
Janis Singer, owners of the
circa-1909 building, have worked
with Ed Gallagher and his staff at
the Community Development office
n financing and plans

Cooney, a fifth generation Mon-
tanan whose grandfather Frank was
governor in the 1930s, and the
Singers, who moved to the area
from Oregon 15 years ago, want to
retain the historic features of the
nhotei

Cooney said renovation of the
structure, which is a national his-
toric register site, will restore the
original brick with painted trim
The building will sport awnings and
the original leaded glass, being re-
done by Columbine Glass. Some of
the glass, broken or covered for
years by exterior siding, has been
uncovered already

The plans call for remodeling the
back portion of the ground floor to
provide a new home for The Alley
Connection. Restaurant owners
Singh and The' Lam are creating
their own atmosphere for the dining

area and will offer an expanded
menu in the new quarters, which are
some four times larger than the
present ones in the back of the Log
Cabin Bar

The Cooney/Singer property in-
cludes the Kalispell and Log Cabin
bars. The owners opened the com
mon wall between the two bars, and
the remodeling will provide access
from them into the Kalispell Hotel

The Board Room, a sandwich
and burger Kkitchen, is being de-
signed to bring back the Log Cabin’'s
original western atmosphere
Cooney said

In the second phase, which will
begin next summer, the Emerald
Lounge will be created next to The
Alley Connection. Cooney described
quiet executive lounge

Cooney said Books West and J-J
Barber Shop will continue to occupy
the front of the main floor, with
Books West also planning some up-
grading. The Western Union office
will still be with the lobby for the
upstairs hotel rooms, which were
renovated several years ago. The 30
rooms are rented by the week or
month, mostly to college students
and senior citizens, Cooney said

T'he renovation project, begun in
July, i1s being financed with tax
increment money through NorWest
3ank
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renovation of the Kalispell Hotel
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